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SUBJECT:
COVID 19 VIRUS ANNOUNCEMENT

The following is an important message regarding the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic and the steps the town of Rowe will be taking to minimize the risks to our community.
At this time, there are no known cases of Coronavirus in the town of Rowe, and a local state of emergency is not being declared. However, at the advice of the CDC, Massachusetts Department of Public Health, and the Rowe Board of Health, certain measures are being enacted to help minimize the effect of the Coronavirus on our community.
Social Distancing, a collection of practices that help reduce risk of widespread infection, are the best mechanisms available to slow transmission of the Coronavirus among the community and state to preserve the health-care infrastructure required to treat those who are most vulnerable. 
In addition to all of us regularly washing our hands, limiting or cancelling social engagements, staying home when sick, and covering our mouths and noses when sneezing or coughing, the Town of Rowe is enacting the following limitations to help facilitate social distancing, effective Monday, March 16th for at least two weeks. This time period may be extended depending on the progression of the epidemic within Massachusetts, and that decision will be made during ongoing evaluation of the situation as it evolves.
· The Rowe Town Hall will be closed except for staff who work in that building. However, the post office will still be open, subject to the discretion of the United States Postal Service.

· Because the Town Hall will be closed, the following accommodations will be required:

· The fitness center will be closed to the public.

· The town nurse will be available for consultation by telephone only, and may make accommodations on a case-by-case basis for essential nursing care by appointment only. The nurse may be reached at 339-5520, extension 20, or via e-mail at nurse@rowe-ma.gov
· As allowed through an executive order by Governor Charlie Baker made March 12th, public meetings may be conducted remotely via tele or video conference. Details on how to join these public meetings via telephone or computer will be provide for each meeting, and will be posted alongside each meeting agenda.

· In addition to closing the Town Hall, the Library will be also closed to the public. Potential accommodations may be made to receive books or other media from the Library, at the discretion of the Library Trustees and Library Staff.

· The Transfer Station will remain open, however the swap shack will be closed. If assistance in disposing of trash or recycling is needed, you should stay in your car and allow the attendant to remove the trash or recycling for you. If you do not require assistance, you may exit your vehicle and dispose of the trash or recycling as you normally would, however socializing at the transfer station should be avoided

· Town employees are being asked to maintain a 6-foot distance from other town employees and residents, including while on breaks, unless specifically required to come in closer contact by the nature of the job. 

· Many groups, departments, or facilities may be postponing or cancelling events, gatherings, or services. If you are unsure if a particular event, gathering, or service is cancelled or suspended, please contact the organizer or supervisor for additional information.

This novel Coronavirus, especially dangerous anyone with a chronic medical condition including diabetes, high blood pressure, heart, or lung disease, or to those over 60 years of age, is of special concern to our community.  
We recognize that the decision to implement these measures will be inconvenient. However these actions are needed now in order to slow the spread of transmission of this virus and limit exposure to our most at-risk residents. Because of the slow rate at which medical testing is becoming available for this infection, the health system has not yet been able to test enough to pinpoint all of the communities that are exposed, or when new communities first become exposed. Because community transmission is now occurring within Massachusetts, it is possible that exposure can occur in instances where there is not yet an identified infection. Social distancing like those outlined above are currently the most effective way to mitigate the risks associated with community transmission.
Our greatest chance to slow the spread of this virus is to all do our part to limit our exposure, and the exposure to others - especially those most at risk.
Some ways each of us can personally reduce risk of exposure include:
· Practice social distancing by reducing contact with other people, and maintaining a distance of 6 ft. wherever cancelling or postponing events is not practical

· Use non-contact methods of greeting, avoiding things like handshakes, hugs, or high-fives

· Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least twenty seconds, followed by the use of a hand sanitizer

· Avoid touching your face, 

· Covering your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing, preferably by with the inside of your elbow

· Use video or telephone conferencing for meetings

· Staying home if you do feel sick

If you are feeling sick, have a fever, or symptoms of a respiratory illness, it is important that you call your doctor, preferably before traveling to a health care facility.
Finally, please return the questionnaire you have received from the board of health regarding emergency preparedness; this will help us help you.
We will keep you updated on an on-going basis, typically with weekly updates or when prudent. Together, we can persevere. 
Thank you, and stay healthy
~Chuck Sokol
Select Board Chair
