Town of Rowe
Open Space and Recreation Committee
Meeting Minutes – 22 September, 2026
Remote Participation Information
1. Phone: (413) 663-0507 / https://meet.google.com/kgq-knwk-krn
Committee Attendees:
1. Teresa A.
1. Amy T.
1. Justine K.

Call to Order: 5:35 PM

Agenda Items
1 Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes (1 September) by all members present. 

2 New Property and Trail Naming
Decision required: Select the official name of the Tunnel Road conservation acquisition and approve names for the identified trail routes. Record each nomination and vote separately. Identify each trail on the map before recording its name. Property name options carried forward: Micha May, Tunnel Road Conservation Lands; West Woods Conservation Lands. Trail names carried forward: Rothstein Ridge Trail; Vesper Woods Trail; Woodland Walk Trail.


2 Property and Trail Naming Continued
Truesdell Conservation Lands
Aaron P. nominated the above land name; no members seconded the nomination. Disposition: not brought to vote.
Mich May Conservation Lands
Aaron P.  nominated the above land name; not seconded.
Disposition: not brought to vote.
Tunnel Road Conservation Lands
Aaron P. nominated the above land name; Justine K. seconded the nomination. The committee voted 1 yes and 3 no.
Disposition: not selected.
West Rowe Woods Conservation Lands
Aaron P.  nominated the above land name; Justine K. seconded the nomination. The committee voted 1 yes and 3 no.
Disposition: not selected.
West Woods Conservation Lands
Aaron P.  nominated the above land name; Justine K. seconded the nomination. The committee voted 1 yes and 3 no.
Disposition: Not selected.
Additional land name option: __West Woods Conservation Land___________
Aaron P.  nominated the above land name; Justine K. seconded the nomination. The committee voted 4 yes and 0 no.
Disposition: selected.
Final approved land name: _____ West Woods Conservation Land__________
Rothstein Ridge Trail
Route / map identifier: ___Un Blazed (Yellow future Blaze)________
Teresa A. nominated the above trail name; Amy T. seconded the nomination. The committee voted 4 yes and 0 no.
Disposition: approved.
Vesper Woods Trail
Route / map identifier: __Green Blaze_______
Justine K. nominated the above trail name; Amy T. seconded the nomination. The committee voted 4 yes and 0 no.
Disposition: approved.
Woodland Walk Trail
Route / map identifier: ___Orange Blaze______
Teresa A. nominated the above trail name; Amy T. seconded the nomination. The committee voted 4 yes and 0 no.
Disposition: approved.
Other future trail or amended name and route: __None________________________________

Naming follow-up: Update signs, maps, ceremony remarks, Town and OSRC webpages, and October Goal Post copy using the approved names – poste event.
Action officer: Amy T.    / Justine K.


3 Tunnel Road Dedication Ceremony
Date and time: Tuesday, 6 October 2026, 1000 hrs (10:00 AM).
Location: Tunnel Road conservation property; exact gathering point: at trail
Standing decision from 1 September: Event will be held rain or shine.
Purpose: Dedication of the conservation acquisition in memory of Dave Rothstein. Confirm readiness, remaining requirements, and responsibility for every open item. Prior assignments below require a status update tonight.
	Requirement and prior assignment
	Status tonight and remaining action

	Invitations to Town boards, committees and departments — Justine K.
	Status: Complete  

	Public officials and RSVPs — Jocelyn H-B. Confirm Richard Neal invitation; resolve Mr. Whalen invitation.
	Status: _pending_____  

	Rothstein family liaison — Teresa A.; Aaron Nelson coordination — Justine K.
	Status:   Sister, Pamala, attending w/ her dog.

	Replica dedication sign for family — Jocelyn H-B. Confirm wording, production and delivery.
	Status: __Pending_  Remaining: ______________

	Parking, Town coordination, ten chairs, table and waste bin — Aaron P. Confirm access and police coordination.
	Status: __GTG____ Pick-up morning of. 

	Refreshments — Amy T. Confirm quantities and setup.
	Status: GTG Cider and Cookies

	Ribbon — Teresa A.; scissors — Amy T.
	Status: GTG

	Guided walk — Amy T. Confirm safe route, map and duration.
	Status: Base / Orange Blaze, Green Blaze pending.

	October Goal Post, OSRC and Town webpages — Committee.
	Status: __Complete___


Readiness assessment: Ready with pending actions 



4 Ceremony Coordination and Pending Due Outs
Confirm or assign an action officer and completion date for each remaining requirement. TBD means an individual has not yet been assigned. Close items completed tonight.
	Pending coordination requirement
	Action officer
	Due and status

	Finalize MC script, speakers, speaking order and acknowledgements; confirm partner attendance.
	Aaron P. / TBD
	GTG

	Confirm property history and conservation narrative; speaker remarks.
	Justine K.
	GTG

	Finalize dedication sign wording after naming votes; installation and unveiling arrangements.
	J. H-B
	Pending

	Coordinate directional signs 
	Aaron /Amy
	Pending


Setup time: 0900    
Additional requirements: __Justine will pick-up flower bouquet 


5 Lenth Property Land Management Plan
Review item: Lenth Property Land Management Plan updated 18 August 2026, covering approximately 122 acres, Pulpit Rock and Taylor Brooke. This donation is separate from the Tunnel Road acquisition being dedicated on 6 October.
Status of referral agreed on 1 September: Park Commission review pending; Conservation Commission review [sent / pending / comments received].
Action officer: Justine ______________    Next review date: ______________
Justine K.  nominated excluding Rock Climbing for the site; Amy T. seconded the nomination. The committee voted 4 yes and  no.

6 Memorial Property and Memorial Forest Proposal
Proposed motion: The OSRC supports designating the Lenth property as a memorial conservation property and establishing a memorial forest program through which Town residents may dedicate approved tree plantings in memory of departed loved ones or in their family’s name. The committee directs preparation of a corresponding Land Management Plan amendment and program guidelines for Park Commission review and Conservation Commission approval, consistent with the property’s conservation purpose and donor conditions.
Disposition: deferred for next meeting. 
Program provisions to settle: suitable planting areas and native species; dedication requests and approval; family-name and memorial wording; tree identification and dedication register; donation amounts and administration; planting, watering and replacement responsibilities; and ongoing maintenance funding. Retain public access and protect existing forest, Pulpit Rock, Taylor Brooke and sensitive areas.

7 Next Meeting and Adjournment
22 September Meeting Minutes written, reviewed and accepted by all members present. 
Next Meeting: 6 October, 0930    Priority items: see above
Adjournment: Justine K. moved; Amy T. seconded. Vote: yes by all present.
Meeting adjourned at: 6:15 PM.    

Submitted by:  Justine K.
