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Board of Health Rules and Regulations 
 
MASSAGE AND GIVING OF VAPOR BATHS [Oct 24, 2000] 
 
1. No person(s) shall practice massage or conduct an establishment for the giving of vapor baths for hire or reward, or advertise or hold himself (herself) out as being engaged in the business of massage or the giving of said baths without first receiving a license from the Board of Health. 
 
2. Each applicant for a license to practice massage or to conduct an establishment for the giving of vapor baths shall be over 21 years of age, a citizen of the United States and of good moral character. 
 
3. Each applicant shall file with the Board of Health an application form approved by the Board and three letters of recommendation. 
 
4. Each applicant shall present to the Board of Health satisfactory evidence (as deemed by the Board) of his or her training and experience. 
 
5. Licensees shall not employ diathermy equipment, short waive, electrical equipment, the e-ray, the ultra ray or any mechanical device except with a written, signed order from a licensed physician. There orders are to be kept in a permanent file. 
 
6. Premises used as an establishment for the practice of massage or the business of giving vapor baths shall be approved by the Board of Health or its agents and shall be open to inspection by the Board of Health at all times in accordance with Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 140, Section 51. 
 
7. Licenses to practice massage or to give vapor baths shall expire on December 31st following the date of issue. 
 
8. The Board of Health may suspend or revoke any licenses to practice massage or to give vapor baths, granted by it, for any such cause as it deems sufficient and without a hearing.] 9. No license for Massage and Vapor Baths shall be granted until a certificate of health signed by a physician has been filed with the Board of Health, annually signifying that the person applying has been examined and found to be free of contagious disease; the examination shall include a TB test. Results of the TB test must be submitted with the application. 
 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS 
 
Percolation Tests:  Percolation tests for the purpose of construction of a new in-ground sewage system shall be performed between March 1st and May 31st. Requests for percolation tests shall be made to the Board of Health no later than May 15th. 
 
The Town will not pay for any percolation test. This is the responsibility of the landowner. In order to successfully pass a percolation test the following conditions must be met: [See Rowe By-Law Art V, Sec 7] 
 
1. There must be no bedrock, ledge, hardpan or other impermeable or poorly 
 
2. permeable subsurface layer within six (6) feet of the existing surface grade. 
 
3. There must be no seasonal surface water present during the year for a period of thirty (30) days or more, within one hundred (100) feet of the area of proposed usage. 
 
4. There shall be no ground water within six (6) feet of the existing grade. 
 
5. The subsurface soil shall absorb water at an average rate of not less than one (1) inch in thirty (30) minutes for a total of not less than three (3) inches in ninety (90) minutes. 
 
6. One member of the Board of Health shall observe the performance of a percolation test conducted by the Health Agent/Sanitarian. 
All percolation tests performed in the Town of Rowe prior to May 1, 1986 are valid ONLY if results conform to the present standards. 
 
Septage Pumper/Hauler Permit (Annual) [NEW]:  All persons pumping and/or hauling septage in the Town of Rowe must obtain an annual permit from the Rowe Board of Health. 
 
Septic System Installer’s Permit (Annual! [Adopted by BOH Sept 14. 2005] 
 
All individuals requesting a Septic System Installer's Permit shall provide the following: 
 
a) Proof of passing a Title 5 Installer's Course, OR 
b) Provide two (2) written references from other Massachusetts towns where the     applicant holds a current license, AND 
c) Proof of current Massachusetts Holster’s License 
 
NOTE: Installers licensed before January 1, 2002, that held a current license granted by the Board of Health at that time, were granted “grandfathered" installer status. 
 
Sewage System Construction:  Upon written request, a permit for the construction or reconstruction of a subsurface sewage system must be obtained prior to the construction of the system. A permit will only be issued upon completion of a satisfactory percolation test in accordance with State Title 5 Code, Town By-Laws and local Board of Health policy, and will require an approved design, specific to the estimated usage, engineered by the Town’s Health Agent/Sanitarian.  Approved designs for Sewage Disposal Systems may also be engineered by a qualified Registered Sanitarian or professional engineer.  

Construction permits are valid for two (2) years.  

In-ground sewage systems shall be located at least one hundred (100) feet from any well, or any other source of potable water, and greater than seventy-five (75) feet from any property boundary line.  

One member of the Board of Health, and the Health Agent/Sanitarian, shall observe the performance of a percolation test conducted by a qualified Registered Sanitarian or professional engineer. 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 
 
Mandatory Recycling Regulations: 
 
To implement a program of recycling in conjunction with ordinary waste disposal, residents of every household shall separate waste material into the following categories: 
 
1. glass and cans 
2. paper 
3. other waste 
 
(Further ordinances as to sorting into various categories may be made from time to time as disposal and recycling regulations change.) If no separation takes place, waste material shall not be accepted at the disposal location. Repeat offenders shall suffer a fine of $50.00 for each subsequent offense.

Regulations for Town Refuse Garden
Refuse Garden’s is for the use of Homeowners and Residents in the Town of Rowe Only.  Stickers for the Refuse Gardens are required for entry and disposal of waste. 

These stickers will be provided by the Board of Health Office annually. The sticker must be displayed on the vehicle.

Stickers will only be given to Rowe Taxpayers who have a classified HOME, stickers will not be given to landowners and out building property owners.  A fine of $100.00 shall be charged to any person or persons trespassing at the Town Refuse Garden and Dump facilities. Any non-resident is considered a trespasser.

The Stickers are the property of the Town and must be returned if a person is no longer a homeowner.

Evidence of improper use of a Rowe Refuse Garden sticker or the dumping facilities will result in the revocation of the Refuse Garden sticker and a fine of $50.00.

White goods (household appliances) shall be placed in the designated area in an upright position.
Article VII, Section 8 of the Rowe Town By-Laws: “No person shall discard any container originally used for refrigeration purposes unless the door or doors have been removed from such container.”

The compactor is for household/domestic trash - recyclable materials must be disposed of properly.
No hazardous materials may be discarded at any place or time at the facility.
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