Annual Town Meeting Official Results
Town of Rowe
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Town Clerk: Kevin Balawick
Moderator: Bob Clancy

Constable: Henry Dandeneau
Town Counsel: Michael D’ Ortenzio Jr.

The Annual Town Meeting was held on Monday, May 11, 2026 at the Rowe Elementary School,
86 Pond Road. The Annual Town Meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by the Town Moderator.

Moderator Clancy lead the meeting in the pledge of allegiance, he then asked for a moment of
silence for those Rowe residents who passed away since the last annual town meeting. Moderator
Clancy also asked the room to join him in thanking all of the town officials and employees along
with those elected and appointed for boards and committees. Moderator Clancy set a four minute
limit for presentations of information about Town Meeting Articles, a two minute limit for voter
comments and questions, and let the room know that voting would be done by show of hands.

Rick Williams, the Chair of the Board of Assessors addressed the room and explained that the
projected tax rate would be $5.57. Board of Selectmen Chair Joanne Semanie moved to accept the
reports of the Town Officers and Committees.

Finance Chair Daniel Pallotta recognized Loretta Dionne’s eleven years of service on the Financial
Committee and her dedication to speaking up for those who work for the town.

ARTICLE 1: A motion was made and seconded to act on reports of the Town Officers and
Committees.

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 2: A motion was made and seconded to update the town's revolving Funds by (1)
Revising the table show in section 13 of the General Bylaws by deleting the present table in its
entirety and inserting in its place the following table:

Town of Rowe Revolving Funds

Revolving Fund Entity Authorized ‘ Fees, Charges, or Receipts | Program or Activity Expenses Payable

1

‘ . to Spend from Fund ; Credited to Fund ‘ from Fund
Emergency | Board of Health | Receipts Related to the Dispensing medicines or medical supplies
Dispensing Site Emergency Dispensing Site during an emergency

| | Operations

| Recycling Program | Board of Health \ Receipts Related to the Operation of solid waste and recycling

‘ | | Recycling Program | programs, membership in and services of

the Franklin County Solid Waste
Management District, and the purchase
of recycled content or environmentally
preferable products

|
|

|
|

S

Vaccine Services ' Board of Health Receipts from Insurance Providing vaccine clinics, distribution,
“ Billing and related services
School Programs 'School Committee Fees for School Programs Offset costs of
' school programs
Old Home Day Old Home Day ‘ Receipts Generated by Old | Expenses of Old Home Day
Committee | Home Day Activities and
| Programs
| Refuse Garden Board of Health Receipts Related to the Operation of the town Refuse Garden

| Refuse Garden Operations







| . . | , |
| Planning Board Planning Board | Receipts Related to Fees for | Legal consultation and representation

| Legal/ | Special Permits and Other
| Consulting j | Work of the Planning Board
Park Programs Park Commission | Receipts Related to Park Operation of programs run by the

| Programs | Pelham Lake Park
‘ 1

and (2) ESTABLISHING annual expénditure limits for suchjrevolving funds as:

i Revolving Fund Annual (Fiscal Year) Expenditure Limit

}

frEmergency Dispensing Site |$1,000.00

| Recycling Program $5,000.00

»\Accine Services $6,000.00 o -
'school Programs ~ s10000.00 N
‘ Old Home Day $2,000.00

' Refuse Garden $5,000.00

Planning Board Legal/Consulting $50,000.00

Park Programs $2,000.00 -

(3) Voting that such expenditures limits shall apply from fiscal year to fiscal year until Town
Meeting revises the same prior to June 30 in any fiscal year, or take any action in relation thereto.

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 3: A motion was made and seconded to AUTHORIZE the BOARD OF
SELECTMEN to apply for, accept, and expend federal and state grants as may be available, or
take any action in relation thereto.

Passed unanimously

ARTCILE 4: A motion was made and seconded to AUTHORIZE the TREASURER to enter
into compensating balance agreements during Fiscal Year 2027, pursuant to G.L. ¢. 44, § 53F,or
take any action in relation thereto.

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the following
sums, and to set the stipends/salary compensation for all elected officials of the Town for Fiscal
Year 2027, pursuant to G.L. c. 41, § 108,to be made effective from July1, 2026,or take any
action in relation thereto.

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 6: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the sum of
$370,000.00 for the purpose of paying down PRINCIPAL ON THE TOWN ROAD PAVING
BOND and RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the sum of $28,411.00 for the INTEREST ON
THE TOWN ROAD PAVING BOND for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any action in relation
thereto.

Elected Boards & Committees:

BOard.of ASSEssOrs (e m i nni i s e e ) $5,354.00
BOArd OF HEAITN (3) .iueiiiieie ittt ettt $4,938.00
Board O Selectmen ()i st ot s e R s B T s SR S AR $5,928.00
SCHOO! COMMITEEE (3).riiiuiiiiiiiee ettt ettt ettt e $4,564.00
Plafiniig BOARU [5) siiirisinmin asins s sinivisstos i st fos o st ies G o s Ve s FOTR S s s i $5,200.00

Subtotal Election: Boards:&:Committees:: i.....iuinimnndimmsiiisn v mianis $25,984.00






Elected Town Officers

CONSTADIE ..o $549.00
s [ o T . S $439.00
Subtotal Elected TOWN OFfiCeIS.......c.oiivieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $988.00

........................................................ $26,972.00

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 7: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the
following sums for GENERAL GOVERNMENT, including the charges and expenses of the
various town offices, for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any action in relation thereto.

Administration

General Ad mMiniStEa 0N sz e mummmmmm s s o e s Ty e i et $167,350.00
TOWN AdMINiStrator SAIArY.....c.oooveiie e $75,351.58
pdrmistrativeAssistant o he BOartS WEBES s s s e s $40,848.94
Town Hall Custodian WagesS........c.uoiviiioiiriiiieceeee et $18,599.48
CUSIECIan: EXPERSES i A SR TRt $4,500.00
Facilities Maintenance Manager Wages .......voveoveeveee oo $14,119.58
Facilities Maintenance Manager OPerations .........cueieeiieeerereeseessessessessersessossessssssssessons $15,000.00
SNOW REMOVAI WAEES ..ottt e e e e e e $1,569.96
-7 | RS NSRS UY S S, $45,000.00
Treasurer/Tax Col@CtOr SAIAIY ......iiiiiiee oo $61,478.68
Treasurer/Tax Collector OPerationS......ocuew oo eee oo e $21,000.00
TOWN Clerk StiP e s i i o s iesnressssnssssessnsssssnsensassesesssnssaissexssvn bosseredbiebersnsaens $16,035.00
Assistant [own CleriStipeNd inmmmmrmnmmmamsmmnsims ansrs s e S s s v $1,920.00
Board of Registrars/Election Teller WageS............voueeeveieeoeeeeeeecee oo e es oo $6,555.00
Town Clerk Operations/Dues & EAUCATION ...veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $1,335.00
Conservation COMMISSION v st e i it vas st s ensnmnsnsnsnesmede s ierenenes s ssessusaes $2,370.00
651§ 1 gl <\ R PSP SO TS S U S $11,000.00
GOal POSt EQitOr WaBES .ottt st eiiei iitian i srasnvassionsansssinsssessssusn shsinns st ensens s st $7,517.06
GOdl POSUO PETatiONS e st mms s oo st v bR s i o e $2,500.00
VEteran:s SEnVICes s icirmmsm st st i i a s o e L $6,022.00
FREO G SETVICES tes sumsmmarsnsmmmssmansasssssmms s e o s s e s s S s e e e B s o $26,729.00
TOWN ACCOUNTANT SAlANY i it st s s eht st evamanen snaeamasnasfasenesins svsnsnessnnsanas $32,419.99
oW ACCcoUntant EXPENSES mnrmimmmmmsamenmssarnsn st s oo se e e P T AR $4,420.00
Stbtotal AdmInistration i i asims st e i Siihise e fu i emmaransnasaennsonesrs e s enas $586,391.57
Board of Assessors

ASSESSONSs: . AdMIMEASSISTANEMABES st mammie s i T s S e T S A $14,502.61
ASSESSONS ROVl v s it i is s fhes b s mness sba s s s e o s esaias oo s s ek e s $3,500.00
ASSE5501i5: OPeTatiONSrsrsrmmnvmrery i e s o A s ST T T S T $39,000.00
SUDLOtal BOAId Of ASSESSOIS . .uiiiiieiiiiieciie et $57,002.61

Planning Board

Planning Board Operations s s snsssmmmieiaiammameatin ©oan aoo b S $1,650.00
Subtotal Planiing BOard swsummmmsmmmamassimmmssmmmss i aasse i $1,650.00
TOTAL'GENERAL GOVERNMENT FROM TAXATION .:ivviieoisnasianisnsssiissossesssenisssissonsassnsonnssiniss $645,044.18

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 8: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the sum of
$30,000.00 to be used as a RESERVE FUND, pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 6,for extraordinary or
unforeseen expenditures for Fiscal Year 2027,or take any action in relation thereto.

Passed unanimously






ARTICLE 9: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the
following sums for PUBLIC WORKS AND FACILITIES for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any
action in relation thereto:

Highway Department

DPW Salaries and WagEs..........cocerruiiioieiiiceeeeee et $354,633.23
RV 0 D TR NS o B e e R o e S $211,626.00
WINEEE ROBAS ...ttt ettt $72,100.00
SUbtota) Higitaay DEPErIM BT omasmmis s s i oo $638,359.23

BLEETLIBHEINE ths i cnonnomnpmenasssmnmmuonossenensassss sssmsssis s e s S T i dses $8,000.00

Bl ([ a1 ) e s L T e T W $1,200.00

Subtotal Other Public WOorks & FACIlItIes .........vevevereeeeeee oo $9,200.00

Cemetery Commission

B g e Lo L T e T I T $18,500.00
TOTAL PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES FROM TAXATION . ...uutuuaterieeeaeesersesessssesessessessesssesesss $666,059.23

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 10: A motion was made and second to RAISE AND APPORIATE the following
sums for PUBLIC SAFETY for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any action in relation thereto:

Police Departm.ent

ROIICE 1S Al ATIBS s manutmraims s it stusminss B o s 8 S s s n SR it s $85,287.98
POLICE OFfiCer TraiNING covee e e e $8,000.00
PO|ICE OPETatiONS s s inemmnsimis isren i i e i S R o e e T e $15,000.00
Subtotal POlICE DEPAITMENT . ...ci ittt $108,287.98
Fire Department
Fire Department Stipenas &I WABE S .. misismn: bt hmnnesis foi s s e i Tons $88,763.33
Fire DepartmMent OPeratioNs ..o i i eeit ittt s eteetteeiteeeteeneeaeeeeeaeeaeesneeans $76,500.00
] o] o) = B | (T B LT o L L] Y $165,263.33
Emergency Management
Emergency Management STIPENAS ....ccouiiiiiiiiiieiiit e $3,864.00
Generator MaiNteNaNCe iw: iu ivin misvm s it T e BT At S e e S TS $3,500.00
Subtotal Emergency Management.......ocuiiiiiiiiii it $7,364.00
Animal Control and Inspection
AnimaliControl OfficerStipends otz camimdisnn s narrnm i s s o e $1,449.00
Animal Control Relief Officer StPeNd ......covviiiiiiiccce e $508.00
R ORI s o e B U S $1,050.00
ANIMal INSPECLOr STIPENT ..ottt $532.00
Repional DOp KeNNel: sasrsm i s e e b o S IS R e A $462.00
Subtotal AnIMal CONTIOl...c..eeii e, $4,001.00
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY FROM TAXATION ...ctiiiiiiiiiiiiiisiiinsiisississsiesssssssnssnssnsssssesnssnssnsenses $284,916.31

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 11: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the
following sums for PUBLIC HEALTH for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any action in relation
thereto:

Public Health
Health Department Stipends @and WagesS.....ocooivieoiiieiiiiiii et $92,779.87
Board of Health OPerations . .. ... e e e $86,305.00

TOTAL PUBLIC HEALTH FROM TAXATION ...ctuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin i aaaas $179,084.87






Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 12: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the
following sums for PUBLIC SCHOOLS for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any action in relation
thereto:

Education
Rowe School PreK-6 Operating BUAGEL...........c.oouviiieeeeeee oo $1,264,105.89
ROWE SEhool.SECONAAN 7212 snsssmnmminmsin i ot s e oses 2 st | $632,721.69
TOTAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS FROM TAXATION ic:uiiiisivaiivsiiiasssisrsinsssisstieniss st $1,896,827.58

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 13: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the
following sums for the ROWE TOWN LIBRARY for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any action in
relation thereto:

Rowe Town Library

L L $54,714.68
D Py O DY D U 0 s s o o S S S B S S $28,424.00
TOTAL ROWE TOWN LIBRARY FROM TAXATION......eiiuiiiitieiireeireseeesseeesesseessssssssssesseeeseees s $83,138.68

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 14: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the
following sums for the PELHAM LAKE PARK for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any action in
relation thereto:

Pelham Lake Park

D N B A N iSRS A e S $137,287.18
5=Tg o] ol i 1 (o) SRR SR S U S L $22,795.00
TOTAL RELHAM LAKE PARK FROM TAXATION - aimasassts it st $160,082.18

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 15: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the
following sums for CULTURE AND RECREATION for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any action
in relation thereto:

Culture and Recreation
BEAULIFICALION ..o $1,500.00

TOTAL CULTURE AND RECREATION FROM TAXATION .....cocuteireeeeeereeseesesseesseesessseeseeseeees s $1,500.00

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 16: A motion was made and seconded to RAISE AND APPROPRIATE the
following sums for PENSIONS AND INSURANCE for Fiscal Year 2027, or take any action in
relation thereto:

Pensions and Insurance

Franklin County Retirement ASSESSMENT .....coveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $239,986.00
& TaTT g 7o oV =T e LTS T T o L R N T $20,000.00
Group Health/Dental/Life INSUFANCE.......ccuooweeeeee e $1,220,000.00
e icars Feir=TONN S AR oo oS o S S i et st bt s $34,000.00

TOTAL PENSIONS AND INSURANCE FROM TAXATION ...cceeviuiiitieeciireesnreseneesssneessenesennns $1,513,986.00







Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 17: A motion was made and seconded to APPROPRIATE the sum of $256,653.49
for the repair, improvement, and construction of Town highways ,or any other purpose allowed
under Chapter 90 of the General Laws, which amounts shall be reimbursed by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts through funds made available by Chapter 90 of the General
Laws, or take any action in relation thereto.

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 18: A motion was made and seconded to TRANSFER from FREE CASH the sum
of $40,000.00 for the purpose of outfitting the 2023 Ford F-550 Fire Department Vehicle with
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE (EMS) EQUIPMENT or take any action in relation
thereto.

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 19: A motion was made and seconded to TRANSFER from FREE CASH the
following sums for SPECIAL PROJECTS or take any action in relation thereto:

ADMIN Town Hall Boiler Replacement.......cccoovoieiieieieiee et $50,000.00
ADMIN BridBe RENab s s mmimmmmms fimmeria s et ikt (e s msi e o0y $21,000.00
FIRE Generator Replacement.....c..ooce i e $50,000.00
PARK VEhiCle RUSE REPAIN ...ttt et ee et e eesee st eesseenessesea s $4,500.00
SCHOOL EXEerior IMProVEMENTS.....ooviviiiiieeeeeeeee e $30,000.00
TREAS/COLLECT  Vadar SOTtWATIE. ... coeveeeeeeeeeeee oo $48,000.00
TOTAL SPECIAL PROJECTS FROM FREE CASH ....ciiiiiiiiiiitieeeeeieiiisiesseesesssnnnsssesessssssssssssssssesees $203,500.00

Passed unanimously

ARTICLE 20: A motion was made and seconded to TRANSFER from CAPITAL
STABILIZATION the sum of $1,000,000 and BORROW the sum of $960.000 for the purpose
of funding the expansion and renovation of the public library, including demolition, site work,
construction, furnishings, equipment, design, professional services, moving, or any other action
necessary to complete the project and further authorize the Board of Selectmen to borrow funds
pursuant to Mass General Law Chapter 44, subsection seven, or any other enabling authority and
to issue bonds or notes of the town and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for
and accept any grants to offset this appropriation.

Kathleen Atwood, of 48 Pond Road, spoke on behalf of the Library Trustees and the Library
Feasibility Committee. She said Rowe residents would vote to decide whether to approve
funding and move forward with a fully designed bid base plan for the library's renovation and an
addition to the existing library. She told the room that the library is a community asset, and the
project ensures that the library building will remain accessible, functionable, and sustainable for
today's residents and for future generations. Ms. Atwood requested that the Library Director,
Molly Lane, be allowed to address the room.

Moderator Clancy took a sense of the audience and Molly Lane was allowed to speak.

Molly Lane addressed the room and explained that she has worked as the Library Director for
thirteen years and that the project for renovating the library had started with her predecessor. Her
predecessor found that the bathrooms needed to be renovated in order to be ADA compliant and
that the renovation would require an addition to the building. Library Director Lane went on to
explain that the renovation would provide a new community meeting space with a sink, counter







space, and AV hookups. The Community Room would be accessible outside of library hours for
the community to use. She asked the voters to vote in favor of the project.

Moderator Clancy noted that a two thirds vote was required. FINCOM Chair Dan Pallotta asked
that a count be done to ensure the two thirds was reached. There was one nay and one abstention
of the 67 (sixty-seven) voters in the room. The two-thirds majority was reached.

Passed, but not unanimously, with greater that two-thirds in favor

ARTICLE 21: A motion was made and seconded to TRANSFER from FREE CASH the sum
of $154,424.00 and TRANSFER from STABILIZATION the sum of $5,576.00 for the purpose
of paying the $160,000.00 overage due to the FY2026 mid-year HEALTH INSURANCE
INCREASE or take any action in relation thereto.

Passed, but not unanimously

ARTICLE 22: Moderator Clancy made note of the Town Clerk leaving his role at the end of his
term and also noted that Christine Bailey is running as a write-in for the Board of Health.
Moderator Clancy asked if any other write in candidates were coming forward and none came
forward.

A motion was made and seconded to dissolve the meeting at 6:57 pm.

The motion passed unanimously

Respectfully Submitted:
Kevin Balawick

Rowe Town Clerk

May 20, 2026

LY
A true copy, Attest: m /@M







