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Board of Health Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, June 17, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.
Rowe Town Hall Conference Room #2

Present: Herb Butzke, Chair and Kathy Atwood & Christine Bailey, Members.  Christine took the minutes of the meeting.
  
Call to Order: Chair Herb Butzke called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk216935359]Meeting Minutes:  A motion was made, seconded and unanimously voted to approve May 20, 2026, meeting minutes.

FY26 BUDGET/PAYABLES:  A motion was made, seconded and unanimously voted to approve the following FY26 invoices totaling $7,192.41.
	Vendor
	Invoice#
	Date
	Amount

	Franklin County Solid Waste (FCSWMD)
	27194
	6/4/2026
	$330.00

	Franklin County Solid Waste (FCSWMD)
	27195
	6/4/2026
	 $1,575.27 

	Franklin County Solid Waste (FCSWMD)
	27196
	6/4/2026
	 $1,364.02 

	Franklin County Solid Waste (FCSWMD)
	27197
	6/4/2026
	 $363.52 

	Franklin County Solid Waste (FCSWMD)
	27243
	6/15/26
	$79.66

	Christine Bailey, Inspection 6/6/26
	260617
	6/17/26
	90.00

	Michael Denson, Refuse Gardens fixture of door
	260610
	6/10/26
	$10.59

	Waste Management
	IAC822934
	6/6/2026
	 $40.00 

	Waste Management
	IAC822934
	6/6/2026
	 $11.40 

	National Grid – May, 2026
	260604
	5/31/26
	88.60

	McKesson
	25698313
	6/3/2026
	 $5.03 

	Housatonic Basin
	H2605-698
	5/31/2026
	 $442.50 

	Housatonic Basin
	H2605-812
	5/31/2026
	 $522.50 

	Housatonic Basin
	H2605-694
	5/31/2026
	 $162.50 

	Baker Industries
	18499
	5/26/26
	$1,318.79

	Rachel Lewis
	07360B
	5/26/26
	 $50.00

	Rachel Lewis
	260531
	5/31/26
	$92.54

	McKesson
	25618081
	5/18/26
	$252.14

	McKesson
	25609495
	5/15/26
	$314.61

	McKesson
	25608259
	5/14/26
	$78.74

	TOTAL
	
	
	      $7,192.41



	FY26 Acct
	Account #
	7-1-25 Approp
	Curr Bal
(6/6/26)
	Payroll/Payables
	Amount
	New Bal

	Transfer St Att
	01-512-5140
	$     18,416
	$       338.68
	
	
	

	Clerk Wages
	01-512-5142
	$     13,930
	$       870.83
	
	
	

	Training
	01-512-5711
	$       1,213
	$       987.97
	
	
	

	Town Nurse
	01-512-5143
	$     54,644
	$    4,576.76
	
	
	

	BOH Stipends
	01-512-5141
	$       4,938
	$    1,234.50
	
	
	

	Physician Stipend
	01-512-5144
	$          500
	$       250.00
	
	
	

	Snow Removal
	01-512-5145
	$          500
	$       500.00
	
	
	

	Hazardous Waste
	01-512-5290
	$          500
	$       500.00
	
	
	

	FCSWMD Assess
	01-512-5300
	$       9,314
	$    4,656.96
	
	
	

	Mosquito Control
	01-512-5382
	$       5,000
	$       250.00
	
	
	

	BOH Operations
	01-512-5701
	$     13,500
	$   5,511.24
	Housatonic, #H2605-698, 5/31/26
Housatonic, #H2605-812, 5/31/26
Housatonic, #H2605-694, 5/31/26
Christine Bailey, 260606, 6/9/26
Mike Denson, #260610, 6/10/26
	$  442.50
$  522.50
$  162.50
$    90.00
$    10.59
	



$ 4,283.15

	Health Services
	01-512-5703
	$       7,500
	$   1,779.72
	Rachel Lewis, #07360B, 5/26/26
Rachel Lewis, May Mileage, 5/31/26
McKesson, #25618081, 5/18/26
McKesson, #25609495, 5/15/26
McKesson, #25608259, 5/14/26
McKesson #25698313, 6/3/26
	$    50.00
$    92.54
$  252.14
$  314.61
$    78.74
 $    5.03
	




$  986.66

	Refuse Gardens
	01-512-5708
	$     41,870
	$   2,293.60
	FCSWMD, #27194, 6/4/26
FCSWMD, #27195, 6/4/26
FCSWMD, #27196, 6/4/26
FCSWMD, #27197, 6/4/26
FCSWMD, #27243, 6/15/26
Waste Mngt, #IAC822934, 6/6/26
National Grid, #260604, 5/31/26
	$   330.00
$1,575.27
$1,364.02
$   363.52
$     79.66
$    40.00
$    88.60
	





$  1,547.47

	FRCOG Health Svs
	01-512-5788
	$       6,040
	$      130.00
	
	
	$     130.00

	RDP Funds
	29-500-4200-29104
	$19535.00
	$ 16,099.74
	Waste Mngt, #IAC822934, 6/6/26
Baker Ind, #18499, 5/26/26
	$      11.40
$ 1,318.79
	
$14,769.55

	OPIOID FUNDS
 27-512-5400-83139
	Rec’d to Date
	$18,875.82
	$   5,645.81
	Walgreens #4 – Pending
Distributor State #6 – Pending
Janssen Payment #6
	$     585.97
$  1,746.97
$      268.17
	

$  8,246.92



TRANSFER STATION:
· Herb Butzke read the Transfer Station Logs.
· The FY26 May net processing per ton is $64.25
· The BOH will submit important phone numbers for the Refuse Gardens office for attendants to use if needed.
· The Transfer Station Porta Potty was dumped and cleaned by A-1.  They did an excellent job.  The members decided to have this service twice a year with the attendants maintaining.
· Jan Ameen emailed the office on 6/5/26 to inquire if the Town disposes of solar panels for residents.  She said the charge to dispose panels is calculated by weight, which is approximately $200 a panel.   The Board discussed and decided not to pay for solar panel disposal, and this would be the responsibility of the homeowner.  Christine will email Jan of the Boards decision.  The office will also update the Refuse Gardens flyer.
· RDP Grant Totals:  As noted above the remaining RDP balance is $14,769.55.  The FY27 yearly grant of $6,600.00 was awarded to Rowe which usually is mailed in December.

BOH CONCERNS & UPDATES:
· The Board reviewed the FY26 year-end budget.  Balances look good but with unknown fuel costs, June balance hopefully will suffice. The Transfer Attendant line item account will also be in the red of about $1,000.  Christine reminded Rob to put all training and snow removal under the required account codes.  She will send him an email reminder to keep in his payroll folder.
· The National OPIOID Settlement Distributor State Payment #6 was awarded in the amount of $1,746.97 and the Janssen Payment #6 of $268.17.  These checks usually take three weeks to receive.  Our OPIOID balance is $8,246.92.
· The Battery Energy Storage System – BESS:  Chair Herb said that more battery storage systems are being installed Statewide.  The State is pushing for “new energy” programs.  He will follow up with Randy and the Planning Board as to the need of writing a by-law. Herb said Rowe would not have ample resources if in the event of a fire.
· Yankee Atomic submitted their biennial inspection report to MassDEP.  Christine will file a copy of the report.
· Christine will email Jon Friedman to see whether the school would like to continue the Fly Fire program through the OPIOID funding.  
· The Board decided to hold their BOH monthly meeting at 10:00 a.m. instead of 6:00 p.m.  This would be helpful especially during the icy winter months.  The goal is to have the meeting every 3rd week of the month at 10:00 a.m. but will be decided at each previous meeting.
· BOH Emergency Plan – Herb said the emergency planning continues to go forward.  This will eventually become the new Fire Chief’s responsibility.

NURSE UPDATES:   Herb read the nurse updates for the month.  Individual Stats: May – 10 days worked,  109 patient encounters. Ninety-six of the encounters were residents 65 years and older.  The  Walking club continues every Monday morning.  The blood pressure month in May was a great success with 20 extra visits.  The June COA event was an AARP talk on ‘making cents of caregiving costs’, which was very informative. The October Flu and Covid clinic is scheduled for Friday October 16th from 1-4p at the Rowe school, hosted by Big Y pharmacy again.
TITLE 5s, PERCs:  The following Title 5s were completed:
· 100 Zoar Road – Donovan (Passed)
· 468 Tunnel Road – Dykeman (Passed)
· 42 Old Cyrus Stage – Fitzgerald (Passed)
· 19 Ford Hill Road – Coastline (July 13, 2026)
· 22 Kings Highway - RC&CC, 3 Inspections (July 10, 2026)

SYSTEM PUMPING:   The following septic systems were pump with no issues:  
· 49 Yankee Road – Yankee (2)
· Fife Brook – Bear Swamp (2)
· 370 River Road – Bear Swamp (2)
· 182 Ford Hill Road – Gottesman
· 42 Old Cyrus Stage Road – Fitzgerald
· 64 Dell Road – Lively
· 22 Kings Highway – RC&CC (2)
· 468 Tunnel Road – Dykeman
· 127 County Road – Silva
· 100 Zoar Road – Donovan
· 476 Tunnel Road - Stanford

WATER TESTING:  
· Housatonic Basin Sampling (All samples received in proper condition)

NEW BUSINESS:  Herb said the on-going daily fines for Newell Cross Road are still in effect until Randy revisits the property in July.  If wildlife is not being fed, the fines will be cleared.

Meeting Adjourned: A motion was made, seconded and unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 10:58 a.m. 

The next Board of Health meeting will be held on July 22, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.

Approved:  							
    
__________________________                     _________________________                     ______________________     
Herb Butzke, Chair	                                 Kathleen Atwood, Member	                      Christine Bailey, Member
