Town of Rowe FY2022
Board of Health

Meeting Minutes for May 18, 2022
Present: Board Members:  Herb Butzke, Interim Chair, Dan Poplawski, Chair, Rachel Lewis, RN and Christine Bailey, Health Clerk. 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by Herb Butzke at Rowe Town Hall
General Business:  
· The minutes for the May 4, 2022 meeting were reviewed and approved.
· All invoices were reviewed and approved.
Transfer Station:  

· The Transfer Station logs were reviewed and read by Dan Poplawski.  Rob Beaumier, Refuse Garden Attendant requested the need of a push broom.
· The May Waste Management check for $33.81 was discussed and will be deposited.
· Christine gave an update on the mailing of the Dump Tag Letters.  The resident letters will be mailed out tomorrow.
· Christine will be putting an announcement in the Rowe Goal Post on residents purchasing their new FY23 dump tag.  Also, 10 compost bins will be raffled off at the July 20, 2022, BOH meeting.

· The Refuse Garden Compactor has a defect.  The bin does not fit correctly. Rob Beaumier said the representative will need to assess it and see if it is still under warranty.

Nurse Updates:

· Rachel expressed the need of an Immunization Administrator for the MMIS system.  It was decided that Christine would be the point of contact.
· Rachel found 7 boxes of morphine in a locked cabinet in her office.  She will dispose of them through the Police Department.

· Rachel has gone through the inventory in the office and will be putting an order in through McKesson Medical Surgical Supplies.
· Rachel updated the group of needing time for an upcoming vacation.  The Board agreed to just alert the “regular Resident visitors” and put a note on the Nurse door.
Septic Systems:  The Board discussed two septic systems needing repair or replacement:
· 32 Shippee Road – Rose-Fish

· 124 Zoar Road – Slowinski
Christine inquired if the Board had any Perk and Septic guidelines.  Herb suggested that FRCOG would be the best resource. 
Covid Updates:  The Rowe Elementary mask mandate was discussed.  The number of cases in both Franklin and Berkshire Counties have increased.  A motion was made and unanimously approved for staff and students to continue wearing masks inside the school building.  The Board decided to keep the mandate in place and revisit it in another 2 weeks.  The Post Office is offering 8 more Covid Test per household through their website.
The BOH reviewed a letter received from the Rowe Elementary School Nurse, Lydia Brisson inquiring on COVID protocol within the school.  Herb Butzke will respond via email to Ms. Brisson.
· PCR testing requirements have changed, in which, PCR’s are no longer readily available and to switch to PCRs, if available or a home antigen test.  The Board agreed that since it has become a hardship for families as the PCR’s are no longer readily available to also agree to the additional option of the home antigen test.
· The Board agreed that classrooms can intermingle inside the school, if the students abide by all the other protocols (masking, distance).

· The Board agreed to align with the state recommendation of allowing close contact asymptomatic vaccinated individuals to remain in school, as long as individuals be tested daily for 5 days to ensure that there is no spread of the virus.
The BOH received a School Concert Request consisting of 3 proposals.  Dan will contact Bill Nettle letting him know that the Board accepted the following options:

1) Holding the concert outdoors weather permitting, 
2) Holding the concert in the gym.  Students will sit separate from the rest of the audience with only 75 attendees allowed.  All attendees must be fully masked (no exceptions).
Correspondence:   
· The application for the Opt-out Mosquito Spraying was completed and submitted.  
· A letter for local power was received and reviewed.  At this time the Board was not interested in their services.
Meeting Adjourned: 6:49 pm unanimously                                            Next meeting 6/1/2022 at 6:00 pm
Approved:  
________________________________   _____________________________  ______________________________ 
Margaret Rice, Chair
                        Daniel Poplawski


Herbert Butzke
