Rowe Board of Selectmen Meeting
June 30, 2020
4:00 p.M.
Via Remote Participation

Board of Selectmen: Chair Charles Sokol, Selectman Joanne Semanie

Absent: Selectman Ed Silva

Administrative Staff: Paul McLatchy 11, Administrative Assistant to the Boards

Other Attendees: Town Nurse Sheila Litchfield, Board of Health Chair Margaret Rice, Rowe Camp
and Conference Center Director Benjamnin Werner

Audience of Citizens: None

Note. Due fto the national COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was held via remote participation as authorized by
executive order of the governor, All votes are taken via rofl-call vote.

Call to Order: Chair Sokol called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.M., a quorum of the board present.

Background: This group of individuals (self-titled “Covid Group™} has been meeting weekly for the past few
months to listen to the state Covid-19 briefings and discuss ongoing matters in town related to the pandemic.
As Board of Health Clerk Joanne Semanie was elected last Saturday to the Board of Selectmen, there is now a
quorum of the board present during these weekly meetings, and as such, must take place in open session.

Covid Discussion: The following points/topics were addressed during discussion:

¢ Chair Rice noted that she had heard from a police officer that a number of out-of-state cars had been
parking near the river access point on the Deerfield River. States included Connecticut, New Jersey, and
New York. This may be moot as they might be exempt.

¢ The porta-potty has been removed from the Park. The composting bathrooms are now open, and are
being cleaned four times a day, well in excess of state requirements. Two park workers are on duty until
8:00 at night. Chair Rice received a complaint from a resident about park workers not wearing masks
and traveling in the same vehicle- these workers were found to be related and from the same households
and therefore not requiring masks/social distancing. Trash receptacles have been removed, so people
will need to take their trash with them.

o Town Nurse is officially retiring today, though she will continue to work on Mondays and Wednesdays
through July. The Board of Health is interviewing an applicant for the position tomorrow evening.

¢ Chair Rice will be contacting Principal Bill Knittle to go over their reopening plans for the fall.

¢ The number of cases of Covid-19 are going down in Massachusetts. People seem to be adhering to the
mask and social distancing rules, which contributes to this reduction. During tonight’s Covid call, the
message will reiterate what is happening in the state and to remind people to continue these practices.

¢ No date has been set, and members declined to set a goal at this time. It was suggested that perhaps
when town hall reopens, the gym might only be open by appointment. As it has to be cleaned after each
use, this may be cost prohibitive. A suggestion was also made that perhaps when town hall opens, the
fitness center might stay closed to limit the number of people coming through.

o The Covid call will include a reminder for residents to continue the mask, social distancing, and hand-
washing practices, as well as a notice that the park bathrooms are closed and that trash must be removed
by users of the park. The rest of the message will contain routine announcements.
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Next Meeting: The Board did not set a future meeting, but some will likely be set for Tuesdays at 4:00 for the

weekly Covid Group meetings.

Adjourn: With no further business to attend to:

MOTION TO ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:37 was made by Chair Sokol and

seconded by Selectman Semanie. The votes were as follows:

Charles Sokol Yes
Joanne Semanie Yes

‘The meeting was closed at 4:37.

Respectfully Submitted,
Paul McLatchy III
Administrative Assistant to the Boards

Approved on: July 13, 2020

Charles Sokol, Chairm

/ﬂ:ne Sentanie, Selechan
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