Town of Rowe
Board of Selectmen – Minutes
Tuesday, August 21, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Rowe Town Hall -  Hearing Room 1
______________​​​______________________________________________________________________

Call to Order:  
The meeting was called to order by Chair Morse at 6:30 p.m.
Present:  
Chair Jennifer Morse, Vice-Chair Dennis May, Member Sokol and Executive Secretary Janice Boudreau


Brandon Sprague, David Dvore
OPEN MEETING


Announcement of recording devices & noteworthy information
Meeting with DPW Superintendent - County Road, Yankee Road, Paving Projects   6:30 p.m.


a.)    Yankee Road Proposal – The proposal from Lamson Engineering Corp.  for the 
scope of work, and preliminary design services for Yankee Road’s needed repair and a 
Boring Location Plan.  The proposal and plan were reviewed.  DPW Superintendent said 
he had set aside $76,000.00 in his budget for engineering.




MOTION TO SIGN PROPOSAL:  Member Sokol made a motion to sign the 




‘Request for Approval – Cost Proposal for Preliminary Design Services’ Partial 



Yankee Road Reconstruction contingent upon the inclusion of MA prevailing 



wage rates if necessary.  The motion, seconded by Vice-Chair May, was 




unanimously accepted.  (3/0/0)
b.)  Superintendent Larned reported he would be starting the paving projects on September 17, 2018.  The board discussed the detail rate for police officers and Vice-               Chair May will contact Chief Shippee to discuss the town project and regular rate for detail.

c.)  County Road:  Chair Morse met with Bob Dean, Director of Regional Services of Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) and discussed the steps involved in petitioning for the town to own County Road rather than allowing it to remain a county road.  Chair Morse obtained a petition to own the road and said it would then require a Hearing notifying property abutters.  There was discussion about the cost to widen and make provide year round accessibility.  Highway Superintendent said it would cost approximately $200,000.00 to do.  Members discussed purchasing the land that is for sale in the event that it is purchased and the new owner(s) request the town year round accessibility.  It was agreed to meet with the Finance Committee to discuss further.  Chair Morse asked that Janice reach out to the real estate agent to inform them of the interest.  Chair Morse will contact town counsel for more information regarding the possible purchase of the property.

Chair Morse thanked Superintendent Larned for all of his assistance with the Town Hall painting project.  

Meeting with Fire Chief/EMD – CEMP Plan, EOC & Shelter Plan, Deerfield River Plan    


Fire Chief Sprague discussed the Comprehensive Emergency Plan (CEMP) and Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) and Shelter Plan.  He reported the plan had not been updated since 
2001 and was in a big need for a complete overhaul.  Chief Sprague spoke of the need to obtain 
the emergency plan from Yankee Rowe and the dam failure plan from Brookfield Power.  He 
said he and the Fire Administrative Assistant would continue to work on the plan as time 
allowed.  He also shared information on the table top exercise for the Deerfield River Plan and 
National Guard Due Diligence in November.

Chief Sprague also spoke about obtaining some new turnout gear for the new recruits to the 
department. 

MINUTES

Motion to accept Minutes of July 25, 2018:  Upon review, a motion was made by Member Sokol to accept the Minutes of July 25, 2018 as presented.   The motion, seconded by Chair Morse, was unanimously accepted.  (3/0/0)

Motion to accept the Minutes of August 8, 2018:  Upon review, a motion was made by Member Sokol to accept the Minutes of August 8, 2018 as amended.   The motion, seconded by Chair Morse was accepted.  (2/0/1)  Vice-Chair May abstained from the vote.
OLD BUSINESS

1. Municipal Light Plant (MLP) Update:
a.)  Member Sokol reported that the broadband hut location was staked out near the       

       Gracy House.  He said he did not have siding information so it could not be       

       determined.
       b.)  MLP Manager Dvore reported that Rowe will be eligible to receive Connect America 
 

              Fund Phase II  (CAF II) money from the Federal Communications Commission.  He 
  
      said it might be in the range of $27,000.00 for 10 years which could be used for any 

      upgrades or repairs needed.

b.)  MLP Manager Dvore asked whether police detail would be needed for the 

 

broadband construction and whether roads could be temporarily closed.  It was 
              

agreed to review and that Vice-Chair May would discuss the town project detail with       

the Police Chief. 

d.)  Borrowing for Project:  Chair Morse asked MLP Deputy Sokol to contact Treasurer 
  
       and inquire about the status of borrowing to complete the broadband project.  It           
       was agreed to inquire about the advantages of borrowing State House Notes.  

2. Town Hall Painting Project Update:  The painting project with labor provided by the Sheriff’s Office is moving toward completion.  The remaining side left is the side where the birds are dwelling and may have to be done later. 
3.   Planning Board Computer – Moving Copier/Printer:  There was discussion about moving the      

       copy machine from the Executive Secretary’s office to a location more accessible to other  

       Departments.  It was agreed to move it into the Select Board’s office in the near future.       

        Select Board Members discussed the Planning Board’s request to have their own computer      

        and have access to the town copy machine on the server.  Following discussion, it was   

        agreed to purchase a computer for the Planning Board which the Goal Post editor could  


        use to print the Goal Post and work more independently. 


MOTION TO PURCHASE COMPUTER:   Chair Morse made a motion to purchase a 

computer through Northeast IT for the Planning Board to use.  The motion, 


seconded by Vice-Chair May, was unanimously accepted.  (3/0/0)
4.      OPEB and GASB Information:  Chair Morse said she had obtained some initial information 
  
        about a firm providing OPEB and GASB services and reach out to the firm for more      

          information. 
5.      Insurance Information – Next Steps:  Member Sokol is interested in continuing research 

        concerning lowering the town contribution towards employee health insurance.  He is               

         working on a table with figures for the lowest, average and highest paid employees with   
    

         varying amounts of town contribution.  In addition, he wanted to project into the future 
  
       basing review of the past growth increase of costs.  Executive Secretary agreed to forward 
   
       data about Town employees and historical increases of Hampshire Group Insurance Trust 
  
       (HGIT).  Vice-Chair May said he would research MA General Laws as they pertain to 
 
     
       insurance.  It was also agreed to continue to research votes of the past Select Board and 

       Town Meetings to confirm when and where percentage of town contributions were 
  
        
       decided.   There were some floppy disks that were located in the safe that may contain 
             
       additional minutes and will be given to Northeast IT to see if they can retrieve any Select 
             
       Board Minutes that cannot be located. 
3. Town Hall Office Hours – Plan to Inform Community:  Chair Morse said that she wanted to make certain that people understand that Town Hall hours as well as for all of the offices and departments.  Following discussion, it was agreed the posting in the Goal Post would suffice and updating the town website.
NEW BUSINESS 

1.     Proposal from Sandri for Town Hall Heating/Cooling:  Select Board Members reviewed the      

        plan for replacing the air conditioning system in the fitness room.  The proposed units     

        would also provide some heat in the winter and were energy efficient.  Following review, 
        it was decided to have one installed and have the proposal resubmitted with the cost of 
        one unit making sure to use MA schedule of prevailing wages where applicable.  There   

        was also discussion on purchasing window units for the individual offices.  
2.     Sign Primary State Warrant - Town Clerk:   Town Clerk presented Select Board with the 
        MA Warrant for 2018 State Primary Election.


Motion to Sign Warrant:  Chair Morse made a motion to sign the MA Warrant 


for 2018 State Primary Election.  The motion, seconded by Vice-Chair May was 


unanimously accepted.  (3/0/0)

3.      Finance Committee Appointments - Laurie Pike and Chris Hyytinen to May 2019:  Chair    

          Morse reported that the Town Meeting approved Article 36 bylaw pertaining to the 
              

          Committee was approved by the MA Attorney General’s Office.  She said new members    

          could now be appointed to the Committee.



Motion to Appoint:  Member Sokol made a motion to appoint Laurie Pike and C. 



Selmi Hyytinen to serve on the Finance Committee.  The motion, seconded by 



Chair Morse was unanimously accepted.  (3/0/0) 

4.
Bylaw Review, Park Commission, Conservation Commission Open Positions:  Chair 
Morse reported that she had a discussion with the Conservation Commission and the 
position will be in the September Goal Post.  Park Ranger Sean Loomis has confirmed 
that the open position will be on the next Park agenda and they will notify when they 
have a recommended appointment.
5.
Create Agenda for Joint Meeting with Finance Committee on Sept. 5:  Tabled until next 
meeting.

6.  
Executive Secretary Updates:  


a.)  Building Maintenance issues were brought up including rot in the gazebo railings, rot 

       under the AC unit in Post office, the spider problem and that the volunteer that had 


      been doing yard maintenance is leaving Rowe so there was no one to perform 


      outdoor maintenance.


b.)  Tent Borrowing was brought up since a citizen had requested to be able to borrow 


       and bring the large white tent out of town.  It was agreed to retain the policy of the 


       large white tent can be used but it must remain on town property.



c.)  Executive Secretary provided a list of Select Board Minutes from the past listing




      dates missing.  She is researching the cost of digitizing files on microfilm and 



      floppy disks to obtain a legible copy of all possible Select Board Meeting Minutes for                       

                                the archives.


d.)  There was some damage reported by the Park and it is thought that the Rowe Camp 


       attendees were driving their golf cart and damaged the volleyball net and posts 


       which were cemented in place.  Vice-Chair May will speak with Police Chief and Sean 

      Loomis, Park Ranger about the incident and speak with the Rowe Camp concerning 
  
                   paying for damages.



e.)  Meeting on Wednesday September 19th will have to be scheduled for the Tuesday 


      September  18th since there is a CPR training taking place on September 19th.  

MAIL & CORRESPONDENCE
A Letter from from Bill Knittle regarding the Goal Post Editor was read. 
Warrants:  FY19 W05 Payroll FY19 W04
Adjournment:    Seeing no further business, Chair Morse made a motion to adjourn the Meeting at 9:54 p.m.  The motion, seconded Vice-Chair May, was accepted.  (3/0/0)
Janice Boudreau
Executive Secretary


Approval Date:             September 5, 2018
Approved:


*________________________________


Jennifer Morse, Chair







*________________________________








Dennis May, Vice-Chair








*________________________________








Chuck Sokol, Select Board Member
* Original Signatures on file with Town Clerk
Documents:

· Agenda 8-21-18

· Draft Minutes 07-25-18 and 08-08-18

· Email:  Town Counsel Response Re: Insurance Contribution Rate

· County Rd. Map

· County Rd. Abutters

· Sandri – 2nd quote for Mini-Split units for Fitness Room
· Yankee Rd. Location and Boring plans

Mail:

· Letter from Principal Knittle endorsing Goal Post Editor
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