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INVITATION TO RE-JOIN THE MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

OVERVIEW

• Brief History

• Current Relationship

• Invitation to Rejoin MTRSD

• Implications of Rejoining or Not

• Process for Rejoining MTRSD

• Data Analysis
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HISTORY

• Rowe was a founding member of the MTRSD in 1967

• Rowe was asked to withdraw for financial reasons in 1982

• Rowe’s industrial tax base reduced state aid to MTRSD

• Rowe agreed to withdraw to help the MTRSD
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CURRENT RELATIONSHIP

• Since 1982, Rowe has paid a yearly per student tuition

– For each grade 7-12 student

– FY16 tuition rate is $12,479 (includes 10% discount)

– Tuition formula defined in MTRSD regional agreement

• Rowe has voluntarily contributed additional funding

– Language teacher and technology

– $488,947 in total contributions since 2002

• Rowe has 1 non-voting seat on MTRSD School Committee

– No voting power on MTRSD 7-12 operating or capital budgets
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INVITATION TO REJOIN MTRSD

• State funding formula has changed since 1982

– Chapter 70 now calculated on a town basis, not district

• Fairness of tuition rate challenged by member towns in recent years

– MTRSD School Committee opted to invite Rowe back into the region

– Avoid controversy over fairness of tuition rate

•  In 2014 MTRSD School Committee proposed change to regional agreement

– Rowe would become a member of MTRSD in grades 7-12
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IF ROWE WERE TO JOIN MTRSD 7-12

• No impact on Rowe Elementary School

• Rowe would gain 2 voting seats on MTRSD School Committee

– Rowe would gain a stronger voice in the education of their MS-HS students

• Rowe would vote on the 7-12 portion of the MTRSD budget

– Operating budget and capital budget for middle-high school
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IF ROWE WERE TO JOIN MTRSD 7-12

• Rowe would pay an assessment based on the methodology 

specified in the regional agreement

– Minimum contribution

• Determined by the State- based on income and real estate values

– Above minimum contribution

• Based on 5-year enrollment average in grades 7-12 (approximately 6%)

– This formula tends to smooth annual changes

• Towns tend to favor this model because it avoids annual peaks and valleys

… continued
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IF ROWE WERE TO JOIN MTRSD 7-12

• Rowe would not pay capital costs on past capital projects

• Rowe would share in the costs of future capital projects

• There is one future capital project slated to begin next year

– Project was authorized in 2015 

– Unanimously approved by all towns as required by regional agreement

– Work to begin in fall of 2016

… continued
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IF ROWE STAYS THE SAME

• Mohawk would continue to accept Rowe students in 

grades 7-12

• Pay as you go tuition arrangement would continue

– Vulnerable to annual peaks and valleys

• Rowe would retain one non-voting seat on MTRSD 

School Committee
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PROCESS FOR ROWE TO JOIN MTRSD 7-12

• MTRSD Regional Agreement would need to be amended

• A special warrant article would be presented for vote at Rowe 

annual town meeting (and all Mohawk towns)

• Rowe and all Mohawk towns would need to approve the warrant

– Changes to regional agreement require unanimous town vote

• If the amendment were approved by all 9 towns, Rowe would 

become a member of the MTRSD on July 1, 2017 (FY18)
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ROWE TUITION CALCULATION

• FY17 calculations based on estimated tuition rate of $12,500 

10% Discount
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FINANCIAL IMPACT ON ROWE

• Based on FY17 Mohawk budget proposal and FY17 Governor’s State budget proposal
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FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MOHAWK

• Based on FY17 Mohawk budget proposal and FY17 Governor’s State budget proposal
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CAPITAL ASSESSMENT (projected)

• $3,362 average annual capital assessment for the next 5 years
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BREAK EVEN ESTIMATE

• Break Even = Minimum Contribution ÷ Tuition Rate

– FY17 Minimum Contribution is $261,959

– FY17 Estimated Tuition Rate is $12,500

– $261,959 ÷ $12,500 = 20.96 students

• If ≥ 21 students, membership model more advantageous to Rowe

• If ≤ 20 students, tuition model more advantageous to Rowe

• FY17 and beyond includes Tech School, choice and charter students 



INVITATION TO RE-JOIN THE MOHAWK TRAIL REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

CAPITAL “BUY-IN” ISSUE

• Rowe’s capital assessment for all projects since leaving MTRSD would have 
amounted to approximately $400,000 based on a 6% average enrollment

If Rowe had been a member town, capital assessment
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CAPITAL “BUY-IN” ISSUE

• Between FY02 and FY15, Rowe voluntarily contributed $488,947 to MTRSD

Rowe’s history of voluntary contributions to MTRSD
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QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
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